
Flood and Water Management Act 

• Lead local flood authority - NCC 

• Local Partnerships- including district councils, internal drainage boards, 

highways authorities and water companies are also recognised in the Act and 

these bodies, together with the Environment Agency. Breckland is a member 

of the Norfolk Water Management Partnership including county and district 

councils, Environmental Agency, Anglian Water and the IDBs (internal 

drainage boards). Meet 2 to 3 times a year to review the Act / progress with 

strategy and local surface water management plans. 

• Flood risk management strategies - The Environment Agency will be 

required to develop a national strategy for the management of coastal erosion 

and all sources of flood risk for England. This will need to be before being 

approved by the Secretary of State and laid before Parliament. 

• Strategy for local flood risk management The Act also requires a lead local 

flood authority to develop, maintain, apply and monitor a strategy for local 

flood risk management in its area. 

• Duty to act consistently with local and national strategies 

• Duty to investigate and to maintain a register - greater co-ordination of 

information • investigate flooding incidents in its area (where appropriate or 

necessary) to identify which authorities have relevant flood risk management 

functions and what they have done or intend to do. The lead local flood 

authority will then be required to publish the results of any investigation, and 

notify any relevant authorities maintain a register of structures or features 

which they consider have a significant effect on flood risk in their area, at a 

minimum recording ownership and state of repair.  

• Works powers- The Act provides the lead local flood authority with powers to 

do work to manage flood risk from surface runoff and groundwater. Powers to 

do works on ordinary watercourses remain with either district or unitary 

authorities, or internal drainage boards. All works must be consistent with the 

local flood risk management strategy for the area. 

• Designation of third party assets The Act provides lead local flood 

authorities, district councils, internal drainage boards and the Environment 

Agency with powers to designate structures and features that affect flooding 

or coastal erosion. 

• Sustainable drainage systems The Act establishes a SuDS Approving Body 

(the “SAB”) at county or unitary local authority levels. The SAB would have 



responsibility for the approval of proposed drainage systems in new 

developments and redevelopments, subject to exemptions and thresholds. 

Approval must be given before the developer can commence construction. In 

order to be approved, the proposed drainage system would have to meet new 

national standards for sustainable drainage. Where planning permission is 

required applications for drainage approval and planning permission can be 

lodged jointly with the planning authority but the Approving Body will 

determine the drainage application. Regulations will set a timeframe for the 

decision so as not to hold up the planning process. The SuDS Approving 

Body (SAB) would also be responsible for adopting and maintaining SuDS 

which serve more than one property, where they have been approved. 

Highways authorities will be responsible for maintain SuDS in public roads, to 

National Standards. This would require: Sustainable drainage systems on 

private property, whether they are private or adopted, must be designated by 

the SAB under Schedule 1 to the Act as features that affect flooding risk. The 

SAB will also be required to place all approved sustainable drainage systems 

on the register of structures and features. NCC is potentially looking to 

delegate this function to the planning officers who currently carry out this 

work. 

• Act – also has further provisions in it yet to be enacted (possibly April 2011) 

which would remove the permissive power to address local flood issues under 

the Land drainage act 1991. The council currently operates under an 

Statement of common Policy fro land drainage matters in Norfolk where the 

EA look after main river drainage, IDBs deal with non main river issues within 

internal drainage board districts, the county cover drainage issues linked to 

roads and other property they control and district council deal with small 

urban flooding or isolated rural problems affecting domestic or commercial 

buildings. If these provisions take effect is unclear what power Breckland 

would have to require land owners to clear ditches / watercourses however 

they would allow us to carry out work to alleviate flooding such work the cost 

of such work potentially could not be recouped. 

• The EU Floods Directive alongside the Act, the Flood Risk Regulations 2009 

have been made to implement the Floods Directive in England and Wales. 

These regulations outline the roles and responsibilities of the various 

authorities consistent with the Flood and Water Management Act and provide 

for the delivery of the outputs required by the Directive: including Preliminary 

Flood Risk Assessments (PFRAs), which will allow the identification of areas 



of potential significant risk. Maps showing impact and extent of possible future 

significant flood events.  Flood risk management plans, identifying how 

significant flood risks are to be mitigated. 

 

 

 


